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"The  Boston  skyline  is  changing  as  we  watch  it,  and  a  single  decade 
has  made  the  once  familiar  silhouette  obsolete.   Without  new  buildings 
there  would  be  no  New  Boston,  and  every  city  must  somehow  be  renewed 
or  it  fades  and  fails  and  soon  decays.   But  new  buildings  are  only  a 
part  of  the  story;  without  a  memory  of  its  history  any  great  city  is 
eventually  impoverished.   This  is  why  Boston  must  take  care  that  in 
acquiring  its  new  vitality  and  beauty,  a  most  precious  past  is  not 
lost. 

"The  old  City  Hall  represents  a  time  and  a  mood  which  is  now  very 
nearly  forgotten;  it  is  a  symbol  of  the  grace  and  elegance  that  our 
fathers  once  knew  and  loved.   As  a  City  Hall  it  cannot  meet  contem- 
porary needs,  but  as  a  building  -  of  its  own  time  and  place  -  it 
should  be  preserved.   Very  few  buildings  should  be  saved  as  monuments, 
but  new  uses  can  be  discovered  if  we  are  ingenious  enough.   The  Old 
Corner  Book  Store  is  an  example  of  what  can  be  done,  and  Faneuil  Hall 
with  its  enduring  meat  stalls  is  another.   If  we  take  the  time  and 
the  thought,  old  Boston  and  new  Boston  can  live  and  flourish  side  by 
side,  not  in  any  competition  or  disharmony,  but  as  a  single  city  wor- 
thy of  our  affections. 

"Boston  can  live  without  the  old  City  Hall,  but  it  should  not  have  to. 
It  has  a  right  to  its  memories,  and  this  is  one  too  precious  to  be 
lightly  set  aside.   It  can  be  the  test  of  just  how  much  we  care." 


Msgr.  Francis  J.  Lally 

Boston  Magazine,  November  1967 
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